The Tower of Babel
tian festivals will be clear from a description of i of the New Year, the most important in Babylon, called the Akitu and was held at the Spring equi first days of the month of Nisan. Before dawn the of the temple of the Esagil went alone into Marduk's drew back the curtain which hid the statue of th< addressed to him a secret prayer known as the " the Esagil":
"Lord who in thy fury knowest no equal, Lord, king of goodness, master of the lands, Thou who hast made the happiness of the pov Lord whose glance layeth low the mighty; Ruler of kings, light of men who shareth out 01 Oh Lord, Babel is thy throne and Bosippa thy The wide heavens are thy whole belly. Oh Lord, with thine eyes thou gazest upon the u With thine arms thou seizest the mighty . . . With thy glance thou grantest them mercy. Make them to see thy light so that they may pi
power, Lord of the lands, light of the Igigi x who:
benediction,
Who would not proclaim the acts of thy powei Speak of thy greatness or celebrate thy almighl Lord of the lands who dwellest in E-ud-ul, Whose hand raiseth the fallen, Ever look with pity on thy city of Babel, Towards Esagil, thy temple, turn thy face,